Peace be with you on this Second Sunday of Easter.
Warm greetings to parishioners of the Boonah Catholic community and friends of our community.
It is really great to welcome a growing number of parish ‘friends’.
In this unexpected and unusual time, as well as recognising this different phase of communal life that
we have all been thrust into, the aim of our Sunday mailout is relatively modest: to stay in touch with
one another; to have encouraging bits and pieces on faith, God, and the faith community; more than
a few laughs and smiles; some music; and one or two serious articles for those so inclined. Oh . . . and
not to bombard folk with too much ‘input’.
Thank you to all who have sent messages and greetings and positive feedback in the past week.
1)

The first document contains the Sunday readings with associated commentaries and prayers. It is
suggested that families gather to read the Scriptures aloud together.
Please find attached this week’s resources which we invite you to share in preparation for the Second
Sunday of Easter.
The resources can also be found on the Liturgy Brisbane website
at https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/ and will be
updated each week.
2)

This second resource is designed for families with young children. An extract from the Sunday
gospel is provided, along with some reflection questions, a family activity and a worksheet for
children.
3. FRANCIS, THE COMIC STRIP: 16 March 2020:

4.

An Easter Psalm
"Christ is risen, Alleluia!"
cries out the chorus of creation.
"Christ is risen, Alleluia!"
sing the supple winds of spring.
"Christ is risen, Alleluia!"
ring out lilies in silent splendour.
The feast of feasts,
the festival of hope,
the mother of all Sundays,
luminous in the full moon of spring,
radiant in the rising of the sun,

Easter dances upon my rooftop
and plays like a newborn child
in the cradle of my heart.
I rejoice like all of creation,
sailing on springtime's seed-bearing breezes,
and like the lily's trumpet,
I open wide my throat and my heart
to join with all of heaven and earth
in singing out the symphony of joy
at Easter's annual return.
I take hope in Christ's victory over death,
hope that, one with him,
I will also have my Easter morning
when I will be freed from the prison,
the decaying dusty tomb,
of my narrow and stony spirit.
I trust that I too will spring-like arise
to a fullness of living and loving,
to a life beyond all time and space,
to a life one with you, my God.
"Christ is risen, Alleluia!"
I soon will be next,
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Father Edward Hays
Prayers for a Planetary Pilgrim (2009)

5. At the start of this Easter season, the work of Christ in and through the members of the church
goes on.
I have been especially involved last week accompanying families who have experienced the death of
loved ones. Both families are members of the Maroochydore Catholic community where I served
recently for 2.5 years.
Our condolences to Debbie and Jim Stein on the death of Debbie’s Mum, Phyl. We celebrated a
Funeral Mass last Tuesday. My thanks to Gregson and Weight at Buderim for enabling this
celebration to occur with dignity and love in their chapel.
Our sympathies are also extended to Alana Harris upon the death of her Dad, Athol Harris, whose
funeral was celebrated at Gregson and Weight, Caloundra.
May Phyl Jordan (M’dore) and Athol Harris (Caloundra) rest in peace.
Also, we in Boonah remember Margaret Nykvist who died yesterday. RIP. We pray for her family
and friends at this time.
6. My continuing thanks to the members of the Boonah Parish Council who are phoning parishioners
and ‘staying in touch’. We continue to receive positive feedback from those called and a new sense of
community connectedness is being experienced.

7. This is an excellent article: Starting Anew After The COVID-19 Emergency
Gaël Giraud, SJ

At the cost of unprecedented suffering to a significant part of our populations, we now realize in
many developed world countries, from a health point of view, we do not have adequate
infrastructure and public resources for this era and this crisis. How can we address these challenges
in the 21st century from a public health perspective? This is what many countries have had to accept
and implement in a few weeks in the face of a pandemic that, as we write, promises to rage across the
planet in recurring waves of contamination and mutations of the virus. Let us see how and why.
https://www.laciviltacattolica.com/starting-anew-after-the-covid-19-emergency/
8. Smile! Sharon is Back! Thanks Magda S and the emergency health workers for bringing joy to us all!
https://www.google.com.au/amp/s/amp.adelaidenow.com.au/entertainment/television/sharonstrzelecki-releases-iso-dance-video/news-story/82567e0c868a554167d5134a50f78296
9. Thanks one and all for your feedback and reactions to the music section last Easter Sunday!
This week I attach links to an Easter hymn from the vast contemporary Catholic repertoire . . . These
can be listened to throughout these fifty days of Easter.
We Who Once Were Dead by David Haas. This is from David’s 1987 album As Water to the Thirsty.
When in formation at Banyo seminary, the community loved singing many of his compositions in
this album. It is one of my favourites! I especially enjoy the piano instrumentation, harmonies, bells,
and strings.
https://youtu.be/v7HW2HK9ZS4
From 1996 to 2001, I undertook graduate liturgy studies at University of Notre Dame, Indiana, USA.
We worshipped at the basilica on campus. Now We Remain is a communion hymn by the same David
Haas. As I listened and watched this communion procession in a place I know well, I look forward to
once again processing to the table of the Saviour here in Boonah parish.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPKi8defaCs

10.

Stay safe in the week ahead and remember we are Easter people and Alleluia is our song (Augustine).
JOHN
pastor, Boonah Catholic community

