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Wedding Feast at Cana 
 

Louis Kahan, Oil on canvas, 1949 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Louis Kahan (1905-2002), was an Australian artist born in Vienna, who’s 
long and distinguished career spanned most of the twentieth century. The 

range and scope of his oeuvre defies categorization and covers a wide 
variety of media, encompassing painting, printmaking, design and stained 
glass. In 1993 his contribution to Australian cultural life was recognized 

when he was made an Officer in the Order of Australia (AO). 
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We, the people of Boonah Catholic parish,  
acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples of this nation.  

 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the lands on which our parish is located  

and where we conduct our mission and ministry.  
 

We pay our respects to ancestors and elders, past and present.  
 

As a local community of faith within the Church of Brisbane,  
we are committed to honouring Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’  

unique cultural and spiritual relationships to the land, waters and seas  
and their rich contribution to society. 

 
 

 
 

Warm greetings to the members of the Boonah Catholic community and beyond on the Second Week in 
Ordinary Time. 
 
 

1. REFLECTIONS ON THE SUNDAY WORD.  
 

The reflection for this Sunday is offered by Julian McDonald, a Christian Brother who lives in 

Sydney. 

 

Scattered throughout the First or Old Testament 

are various indicators of changes that would 

take place once the Messiah had arrived. One of 

those indicators would be that the poor and 

other needy people would get a new lease of life 

(Isaiah 61: 1-5).  In fact, Luke borrowed those 

words and put them into the mouth of Jesus as 

his mission statement (see Luke 4: 17-21). 

Another indicator of God’s love let loose on the 

world when the Messiah arrived is contained in 

the image of the love between bride and groom 

at the time of their marriage. God’s love for 

Israel is as intense and passionate as the love 

between a bride and her groom. That is 

described in today’s first reading (Isaiah 62: 1-5). 

A third indicator of the arrival of the Messiah for 

the people of Israel would be an abundance of 

wine (Isaiah 25: 6). In today’s gospel-reading, the 

story of the wedding banquet in Cana, John has 

taken from Isaiah the two images of marriage 

and plentiful wine to shape a story about the 
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launch of the public ministry of Jesus, the 

Messiah.  

 

Moreover, the more I delve into John’s Gospel, 

the more convinced I am that its author had two 

clear objectives in mind: to demonstrate that 

Jesus was indeed the Messiah and that Jesus’ 

mission was to reveal to the world God’s 

extravagant love for humankind. What the other 

Evangelists call “miracles” John refers to as 

“signs”, indicators of what lay ahead for the 

people as a consequence of the Messiah’s 

coming among them. The first sign or indicator 

is wrapped up in the story of a wedding 

banquet, a story that has almost nothing to do 

with the bride and groom. The central characters 

are Mary, Jesus and the caterers. Those most 

impressed by what they witnessed were the 

disciples who were among the wedding guests. 

John writes of them in these terms: “Thus did 

Jesus reveal his glory, and his disciples believed 

in him” (John 2: 11).  

 

Mary had watched her son grow into an adult 

and had seen enough of him to appreciate that 

he was on the verge of making an extraordinary 

impact on the world to which they both 

belonged. She was not going to see the newly-

weds and their families embarrassed by a 

shortage of wine. So, she took the initiative of 

drawing Jesus’ attention to the problem. Clearly, 

she was quietly confident that her son would not 

disappoint her, for she set about instructing the 

caterers to follow whatever instructions Jesus 

would give them. As a result, six stone jars 

where filled to the brim with water from the 

well, which in no time was transformed into top-

class wine  -  somewhere between 90 and 150 

gallons of it. John does not record just how much 

of it was consumed or how the left-overs might 

have been distributed to all the neighbours.  The 

wine in abundance is undoubtedly a symbol of 

the extravagance of God’s love expressed 

through the goodness of Jesus.  

 

I suggest that this story is something of a parable 

not just for the people of John’s community but 

for us too. Mary’s initiative demonstrated that 

she was not going to be a mere bystander and 

allow what should be a joyous celebration to 

fizzle out into disappointment and 

embarrassment. Therein lies a question for us 

who belong to a Church that is showing signs of 

drifting in the direction of passivity and 

lifelessness. Pope Francis has been appealing to 

all of us who see ourselves as card-carrying 

Catholics to embrace what is implied by his call  

to synodality and to not let ourselves get bogged  

down by lethargy. He is calling us to be 

participants in the revitalisation of one another 

and to involve ourselves in creating a 

community that really reflects in action the 

Gospel entrusted to us by Jesus. But, allowing 

God’s extravagant love to invade our lives 

carries the risk of being open to change.   

 

To continue the notion of this story as a parable, 

the wedding guests represent us, and Mary, one 

of the wedding guests, speaks up on our behalf, 

pointing out to her son that we are in need of an 

injection of life. She does not plead or persist. 

Her few words are an understatement of the 

situation in which her friends find themselves 

(and in which we, in turn, find ourselves). She 

merely makes an observation: “They have no 

more wine”, confident that Jesus will rise to the 

occasion. We, too, have run low on on energy 

and enthusiasm for translating the Gospel into 

action.   

 

The new wine is a powerful symbol of hope and 

a tangible statement that God is establishing a 
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new relationship of life and love with the people 

of Israel. God is offering them the elixir of life, 

symbolised by the new wine.   

 

God’s life and love is also offered to us, but to 

avail of it we need to be on the same wavelength 

as Jesus. For that to happen, we could do no 

better than to take the cue Mary gave to the 

catering staff: “Do whatever he tells you” (John 

2: 5). That means keeping our ears open. 

 
 

2. Boonah Parish happenings . . .  
 

from commands to invitations,  
from laws to ideals,  
from threats to persuasion,  
from coercion to conscience,  
from monologue to conversation,  
from ruling to serving,  
from withdrawn to integrated,  
from vertical and top-down to horizontal,  
from exclusion to inclusion,  
from hostility to friendship,  
from static to changing,  
from passive acceptance to active engagement,  
from prescriptive to principled,  
from defined to open-ended,  
from behaviour-modification to conversion of heart,  
from the dictates of law to the dictates of conscience,  
from external conformity to the joyful pursuit of holiness.  
 

When these elements are taken in the aggregate, they indicate a model of spirituality. This, they 
say, is what good Catholics should look like and this is how they should behave. That means the 
elements indicate what the Church should look like and how it should behave. This is a 
significant model-shift. This is a teaching of the Second Vatican Council.   
 

  - Fr. John O’Malley SJ, 2006 
 
Our SUNDAY EUCHARIST schedule is: 
 

 
Saturday 
5.00pm   Boonah church 
 

Sunday 
7.30am   1st and 3rd Sunday: Harrisville church 
 
   2nd and 4th Sunday: Peak Crossing church 
 
9.30am   Boonah church 

 

Desert Eucharist   Linda Syddick Napaltjarri (b. 1937) 
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Our WEEKDAY EUCHARIST schedule for this week, the 2nd week in Ordinary Time (Year A): 
 
Tuesday  18th January   5.30pm Boonah church 
 
Wednesday 19th January   6.00pm Peak Crossing church followed by dinner at The Peak Pub 
 
Thursday 20th January   8.00am Boonah church 
 
Friday  21st January   9.15am Boonah church 
 

 
 

We pray with and for those who are sick in our 

parish and beyond: all across the globe infected 

with COVID-19; Chris Healy, Paul White, 

Arthur  Devin, Liliana Toohill, Libby Shields, 

Marko Babic, Max Gardiner, Trish Merlehan, 

Bernadette Pinchin, Simon Greatrex, Cate 

Mitten, Bernice Brault, Paula Ebrington, 

Fletcher Casey, Jill Archer, Louisa, David 

Mitchell, and sick members of parish families 

and those beyond our parish boundaries.  

 

 

     Last Wednesday 12th January the Church of Brisbane celebrated THE FUNERAL MASS OF 

FR. ELLIS CLIFFORD AT THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. STEPHEN.  

 

Bishop Ken Howell, auxiliary bishop of Brisbane, presided. Many of us 

were unable to be present in the cathedral and took advantage of 

watching the liturgy being live-streamed. Some of us were able to be 

there and this included former parishioners too. Twenty-five priests 

from our local church concelebrated the Funeral Mass.  

 

Fr. Josh Whitehead gave the homily at the funeral. I asked Josh if he 

was willing to share his text and he was happy to do so. Thanks Josh! 

 

 

Good morning everyone, my name’s Josh and it’s 

my great privilege and honour to preach the 

homily and remember Ellis here this morning.  

 

I’d like to begin with a question to us all: what 

comes to mind when you think of Ellis?  

Let’s just take a second.  

 

My favourite memories as we go forward from 

this moment in time are his warm, friendly 

smile… his love of going out to a restaurant or 

sharing a cuppa – his, by the way, was the 

weakest cup of black tea this side of artesian 

water – “Josh, [he’d say] weak tea; just one or two 

dips of the tea bag so you can still see the bottom 

of the mug.” Also his unimposing, gentle, humble 

nature. Maybe the first thought which came to 

mind for many of us is the significant suffering he 

endured… Now, it’s not my intention to canonise 

him here this morning but did you notice that 
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everything we just said about Ellis can also be 

said about Jesus? He truly pointed the way to 

Christ by the way he lived. 

 

That life found expression growing up around 

Mundubbera, Eidsvold and Gayndah before 

going to College at St Joseph’s, Nudgee – he was 

immensely proud to be a Nudgee Old Boy. Ellis 

studied to become a school teacher, working in 

Brisbane before travelling overseas, living and 

working for the next 12 years mostly in South 

Africa as a teacher, and notably, among others 

places, in Botswana in a Game Reserve! He 

returned to Australia to continue teaching but 

heard God’s call to discern the priesthood in his 

late 30’s, entering the seminary in Perth where 

he’d been teaching, but ending up – thank the 

Lord – closer to home as a Brisbane student, 

completing his training with other late vocations, 

down in Sydney at St Paul’s. Ellis sometimes 

lamented missing out on the comradery which 

came from being a Banyo student but he 

eventually gained that by becoming part of the 

journey of a number of Banyo students during his 

later years.  

 

Ellis was ordained a priest in 1985 and served in 

Ipswich, Stafford, Murgon, Manly, and Boonah, 

before retiring with his brother priests who join 

us here today in West End. Even though he was 

the only priest in residence during most of his 

ministry, Ellis always surrounded himself with 

people and, as I’ll reiterate shortly, people gave 

Ellis strength and confidence in his life. 

 

In our second reading, St Paul, perhaps knowing 

that the end of his life was near, expresses a 

certain confidence in his salvation: “I have fought 

the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith [and] there is a crown of 

righteousness reserved for me.” Curiously 

though, Ellis never found that confidence… But 

rather than that being an impediment or fault on 

his character, any lack of confidence in his 

salvation was rooted in a genuine humility; never 

once presuming that he could earn his way into 

heaven – even by being a priest – but relying 

solely upon God’s grace and a healthy fear of the 

God.  

 

During the last ten years of his life, Ellis gradually 

lost the capacity to exercise some of his priestly 

faculties which required standing – such as 

presiding at an Altar for Mass. This didn’t reduce 

his opportunities to interact with others though . . 

. if anything, it actually increased them, as many 

of us gained the opportunity to spend more time 

with him, making his transition into retirement 

smoother. This also magnified his human 

strengths which, standing out at top of the list 

would be relationships with people. 

 

Many of us witnessed Ellis’ slow decline of heath. 

But while it was incredibly burdensome for him 

at times, I’m confident that he’ll be remembered 

for the patient way he carried his suffering and 

burdens – indeed, he had a wonderful reputation 

as someone with more lives than a cat. Quite 

obviously, the words of the Gospel ring incredibly 

true for Ellis – he chose them! It was Jesus who 

carried the burden of ill-health for Ellis, and this 

found expression in the love and support of 

friends and family, as well as the bedrock that 

was his faith, which showed in his fidelity to 

praying the Divine Office – right up until his 

entry into palliative care. 

 

Ellis, you will be fondly remembered by all of us 

gathered here. I, myself, have loved, we have 

loved you for a long time and will miss you 

dearly. Thank you for everything you have given 

of yourself – to us – and rest assured that God’s 

love and mercy are unconditional.  

 

Rest in peace brother. 
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   FIFTH SUNDAY OF JANUARY. January 2022 has a fifth Sunday of the month! In our parish 

we celebrate a Saturday night Mass at Harrisville church starting 6pm and one Sunday Mass at 9.30am 

in Boonah. There is hospitality after Mass in Harrisville on Saturday night. At this stage, we are 

planning for this to go ahead.  

Those of us who usually gather in Boonah on 

Saturday night might like to join our northern sisters 

and brothers for the Mass.  

 

The next fifth Sunday of the month will be in May 

2022. Archbishop Coleridge will be with us for a parish 

visitation that weekend including Friday leading into the 

weekend.  

 

 

 

 

 

   PARISH MUSICIANS MEETING, SATURDAY 15TH JANUARY.  Angela, Mary, Noela, Sharon 

and I met on Saturday morning to review the music ministry in our parish. We have tried several 

times over the last two years to meet but have been thwarted each time. It was a good gathering. 

 

Firstly, on behalf of the parish, we thank our four organists for playing every Sunday. I also want to 

thank Mary from Peak Crossing/Harrisville for the many years she has played at Mass. There are too 

many parishes across the Archdiocese who don’t have an organist or another musician to lead the 

singing. This is not the case for us. That is only due to small cohort’s commitment to ensure music 

every Sunday. There are times when one of the group is sick or away. Sometimes one of our organists 

play two at Masses. Thank you Angela, Mary, Noela, Sharon and Mary.  

 

During the meeting we discussed and clarified:  

 

 . the possibility of instrumental music before 

Mass – setting a festive tone as we gather. 5-10 

minutes before we start 

 

 . A welcome could be given to the people before 

the Gathering Hymn starts. The invitation to 

stand and sing would be clear and of assistance to the organists. The person who announces the 

petitions in the Prayer of the Faithful could do this. 

 

. The purpose of the Introductory Rites: to gather the people as one, establish communion, 

prepare the assembly to listen to the Word of God and celebrate the Eucharist  

 

. Opening/Entrance/Gathering Hymn: it’s aim is to open the celebration, foster unity, 

introduce our common thoughts about the mystery being celebrated and to accompany the procession 
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(GIRM 47).  NB: the sole purpose is not to accompany the entrance procession . . . this means the 

length of song has to achieve the four-fold aim. 

. introductions to acclamations: suggestion of playing a few notes of the melody to alert the 

people as to which setting we are singing 

 

. Lamb of God/Agnus dei is to begin when the priest starts to break the bread (GIRM 86) 

 

. communion music/song is to start as soon as the priest eats communion, after the assembly 

has said, Lord, I am not worthy . . .  

 

 . as the musicians (and singers) minister during the communion song, we discussed them 

receiving communion at the end of the communion procession. This will integrate music during the 

communion rite 

 

 . the volume of organ: we discussed ways of increasing the volume so all can hear. Maybe 

connect it to our speakers? Maybe turn the organ around so the speakers go towards the people? what 

is the optimum placement of the organ and piano as the musician cannot easily hear the assembly 

singing 

 

 . The possibility of having a regular cantor or two or more cantors to sing the psalm, verse in 

the gospel acclamation, verses during the communion hymn so the assembly only has to sing the 

refrain. At the moment, we don’t have anyone in this ministry so we will try and recruit some cantors 

in the coming months 

 

 . We will engage in group preparation of music for the Sunday liturgy and the seasons of the 

Church year. We will invite some other people to join this process 

 

 . We agreed that a joint liturgical music workshop with the musicians in Ipswich parish might 

be beneficial. Fr. Fitz-Herbert will speak with Fr. Stephen Bliss OFM about possibilities 

 

 

  EVERY SUNDAY when we gather for the Sunday eucharist, there are baskets (of some 
kind or another) at the entrances of our churches.   
 

We are invited to bring a gift of non-perishable food or goods for people seeking help from our 
local St. Vincent de Paul.  
 
The local conference very much appreciates our weekly support. 
 

 
     THANK YOU to all who support the weekly Sunday collection. Your gifts enable the 

parish to meet its expenses and to function like an everyday household. If you would like to give 

weekly or monthly in a planned way, please see me.  
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  CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION. The 1st Rite for Reconciliation 

(formerly known as Confession) may be celebrated anytime. Please phone 5463 1057 to make a 

suitable time. Alternatively see me before Mass (if there is plenty of time) or after Mass (once the 

majority of people have left the church).  

 

 

 
 

11th January 2022 

 

 

3. POPE ACKNOWLEDGES HE GOT CAUGHT AT RECORD STORE. Pope Francis has long 

lamented that he can't walk around town unnoticed like he used to before becoming pope. But he 

seems to have nevertheless kept his sense of humour after he was caught on camera making an 

unannounced visit to a Rome record shop this last week.  

 

Francis wrote a note to the Vatican reporter who happened to be in the right place at the right time 

the evening of 11 Jan.  when the pope slipped out of the Vatican to bless the newly renovated Stereo 

Sound shop near the Pantheon.  

 

Javier Martinez-Brocal, director of the Rome Reports news agency, filmed Francis leaving the shop, 

in footage that went viral and even got written up in the Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano.  

 

Martinez-Brocal wrote the pope a note afterward, explaining that he wasn't a paparazzo and 

regretting Francis can't move around unnoticed anymore, but adding that the story provided a 

much-needed dose of good news for a world inundated with tragedy. 

 

"I won’t deny that it was (bad luck) that after taking all the precautions, there was a journalist 

waiting for someone on the taxi line," Francis replied. But he added: "You can’t lose your sense of 

humour." 

 

Writing in his trademark tiny script, Francis then repeated that what he misses most about being 

pope is no longer being able to take walks, as he used to do in Buenos Aires. The former Cardinal 

Jorge Mario Bergoglio was known for taking public transport around the Argentine capital, 

eschewing the private cars that fellow cardinals usually take to visit parishes. He became pope in 

2013. 
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Francis acknowledged that Martinez-Brocal was only doing his job as a journalist when he recorded 

the event. "Thank you for doing your vocation, even if it put the pope in difficulty," he quipped. 

 

 
 

The shop owners later told The Associated Press that Francis had arrived unannounced at around 7 

p.m., after he had told them during a previous encounter at the Vatican that he would come to visit. 

"He walked in the shop and it was an amazing meeting. And as he promised, he blessed the shop," 

said shop owner Tiziana Esposito. Co-owner Danilo Genio said Francis was a longtime customer 

who had popped in whenever he was in Rome for meetings at the Vatican when he was a priest, 

archbishop and then cardinal in Buenos Aires. 

 

"When he came to Rome to go to the Vatican he used to come here first to buy some gifts," he said.  

 

Francis, who grew up listening to opera on the radio and loves tango, Mozart and Wagner, didn't 

buy anything this time around. But the shop owners gave him a CD of classical music. 
 

Source: https://www.ncronline.org/news/vatican/bad-luck-pope-acknowledges-he-got-caught-record-store 

 

 

4. Australian Jesuit, Fr. Richard Leonard, has a moving reflection on his mother. It is 

printed in the current edition of the weekly Catholic newspaper The Tablet: “I hope St Anthony helps 

God find Mum soon, because her bags are packed”. 

 

My mother has vascular dementia. Her memory of people and places long past is sharp, but her 

geriatrician tells me: “Your mother’s brain cannot make new memories.” I’d never heard it expressed 

like that before. It was helpful and freeing. My brother Peter and I had hoped that our mother’s final 

years would be enjoyable and serene. She deserved it. By most people’s standards, Mum has had more 

than a few heavy crosses to bear. Her own mother died in childbirth when Mum was 18 months old. 

She had only been married eight years when her husband had a cerebral berry aneurysm and dropped 

dead. She was left a 32-year-old widow. Peter was seven. Our sister Tracey was five. I was two. 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/vatican/bad-luck-pope-acknowledges-he-got-caught-record-store
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Mum never remarried. She never seriously looked for another husband. “I was a catch, but I had the 

three of you,” she would joke. In 1988, Tracey had a catastrophic car accident and was rendered a 

quadriplegic. She was 28. Mum was 56. After she had spent the best part of a year in the spinal unit, 

Mum nursed Tracey at home for the next 27 years, rising every night at midnight, 3 a.m. and 6 a.m. to 

turn her daughter. Tracey never got a bed sore. 

 

My mother always prayed that Tracey would die first. That prayer was answered quite unexpectedly 

on 18 March 2017. Mum then prayed that she would die soon afterwards. “I’ve done what I was put 

on this earth to do and now I’m ready for Heaven,” she’d say. “You’re quite confident about where 

you’re going, aren’t you?” I’d tell her. “I’d like to see God deny me Heaven,” was her blunt reply. I 

would like to see that too. 

 

Mum’s prayer has not yet been answered. On her more lucid days she says: “I know I’m losing my 

memory and I’m not enjoying any of it. I hate it. Heaven has to be better than this so I want you to 

pray that God will take me tonight.” The next day, in an unusual ability to recall a conversation from 

the day before, Mum says: “Well, your prayers are hopeless. I’m still here.” With gallows humour, I 

reply: “They’re going to be answered one day.” Always having the final word, she says: “Well I hope 

God finds me soon.” 

 

Mum’s dementia is accelerating. Because of three falls in the last year, none of which she can 

remember, she is now in a Catholic nursing home. Though they look after her beautifully, and she has 

Mass every day and there are plenty of other activities for the residents, after decades of running her 

own home and nursing my sister, Mum is bored to tears. She absconds regularly, trying to return to 

our family home of 53 years. We sold it a few months ago. While I admire her spirit in repeatedly 

attempting the great escape, she may have to be transferred into a security ward. Even the idea of that 

breaks my heart and, worse still, she cannot process the warnings and the consequences. 

 

The phone is now beyond her. Taking her out for meals is getting harder, too. She gets frustrated at 

not being able to follow the conversation. Seeing her every day has been a blessing, but a mixed one. 

Some days she’s calm, showing glimpses of her quick and sharp wit. Most days she is confused, not 

sure where she is, or why she’s there. The toughest days are when she is resentful and angry at what 

she perceives Peter and I have done to her, and demands that we go home – right now. Trying to 

quickly change the topic doesn’t work. There is one man in Mum’s care home who sits in the common 

room and calls out loudly all day long: “Help me. Help me.” It’s a piercing cry. He is the Greek chorus 

in this human tragedy. 

 

In the past, few lived as long as most of us do now, and we’re powerless in the face of the ravages of 

age. So many people are now waiting to die. There is no exclusive patron saint for dementia sufferers. 

Apparently they share the protection of St Dymphna, but her portfolio includes all who suffer from 

mental illness. St Anthony of Padua is the patron saint of the elderly, because he was particularly kind 

to old people; but he is better known as the patron saint of finding things. I think that people like my 

mother, and the growing number of us who will be in a similar state before we die, need their own 

patron saint, whose only focus is to pray with and for them, their faithful families and the dedicated 

and underpaid staff who care for them. 
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In the meantime I hope St Anthony helps God find Mum soon, because her bags are packed and she’s 

ready to go. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Leonard SJ is the author of 12 books. The latest is The Law of 

Love: Modern Language for Ancient Wisdom (Paulist, 2021). 

 

 

 

 

God of wonders, 

at Cana in Galilee 

you revealed your glory in Jesus Christ 

and summoned all humanity 

to life in him. 

 

Show to your people gathered on this day 

your transforming power 

and give us a foretaste 

of the wine you keep 

for the age to come  

(Year C: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Alternative Opening Prayer) 

 

 

 

 
 

13th January 2022 
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John 
 

pastor 
Boonah Catholic community 


